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Florida’s superintendents support a strong accountability system that accurately measures student 

performance.  We also acknowledge the tireless work of the Commissioner and her staff to administer the 

current system, and the dedication of the State Board of Education on behalf of 2.8 million students in the 

great state of Florida. That being said, we wish to restate our position on Achievement Level Cut Scores 

and School Grade Cut Points.   

 

Achievement Level Cut Scores 
 

Florida's District School Superintendents support the achievement level cut scores that Commissioner 

Stewart has recommended to the State Board of Education.  

 

These recommendations are based on a comprehensive process that included recommendations from 

educators and community representatives. The educator panel consisted of 300 teachers from across the 

state who diligently explored the actual test to arrive at their conclusions. I am one of three superintendents 

that participated on the Reactor Panel which included business and community members.  Our charge was 

to provide additional input on the first panel’s recommendations.  Other superintendents on the reactor 

panel were Dr. Diana Greene, Manatee County Public Schools and Mr. Robert Edwards, Lafayette County 

Public Schools. Following the process, the Commissioner then provided her recommendations. 

 

Superintendents strongly reject the concept that standards set for the FSA should mirror the levels of NAEP.  

There is no evidence that NAEP is fully aligned to or measures the Florida Standards.  It is a test designed 

for different purposes, administered to a sample of fourth and eighth graders every other year. I won’t 

review it here, but we provided an extensive argument in our November letter to the chairman and copied 

to each board member. 

 

Alberto Carvalho was recently appointed to the National Assessment Governing Board.  At his first meeting 

he asked if there is a legitimate study that aligns school grades and achievement levels.  He was told that 

there are no such studies.  In addition, he was told that it would be arbitrary to try to align Florida’s school 

grades with achievement levels. 

 

Florida’s District School Superintendents are united in their support of the achievement level cut scores 

that Commissioner Stewart recommended.  They are based on a comprehensive process that must not be 

circumvented.  We recommend that you adopt Commissioner Stewart’s cut score recommendations without 

modification. 

 

School Grades Cut Points 
 

Let us be clear.  FADSS’ position has not changed regarding the issuance of school grades for last year’s 

test.  We believe grades should be held in abeyance or deemed Incomplete.  Either of these actions would 

be most appropriate in this transitional year; a year where the initial administration of the new test was 



problematic. In the absence of either of those remedies, we believe the Commissioner’s recommendation 

for school grades is most appropriate for this year. We believe her direction is best for children, schools 

and communities, and best for Florida's economy. In a transition year where partial grades should not be 

produced, the Commissioner’s recommendation is an appropriate first step in returning to an accountability 

system in which Floridians can have confidence.  The Commissioner's recommendation resists the arbitrary 

raising of the bar after an imperfect initial administration of the FSA. 

 

Most importantly, we restate our position that it is an appropriate time for a comprehensive review of the 

entire accountability system.  

 

Please support Commissioner Stewart’s recommendation on school grades. 

 

 

 

 


